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Experience the 
Extensive Spectrum 

of Automation Solution!

Industrial Automation
Delta’s innovative technology and extensive product offerings provide a total solution for various Industrial 
Automation applications. Delta specializes in providing solutions customized to the specific requirements 
of the customers, to meet the ever growing challenge of delivering innovative, energy efficient and smart 
automation solutions.

Automation for a Changing World

Venue: India Expo Mart, Gr. Noida, NCR India 
Date: 18-22 Jan 2020, Hall No. 3, Booth No. H3C13
Explore more at ELECRAMA 2020

Know More....

www.deltaelectronicsindia.com automation@deltaww.com #DeltaPoweringGreenAutomation   I I
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Five years ago, on January 9, 2015, Tata group and Singapore Airlines came together 
to bring alive a shared dream and launched Vistara, an airline that challenged 
norms and redefined air travel in the country to be today known as India’s only 
five-star airline. 

Over the last five years, we have earned the love and trust of millions of travellers 
and the journey has been incredible for us. What started with just two aircraft 
operating between three cities is now a 41 aircraft strong, highly-awarded airline 
flying to 34 cities in India and overseas with an unmatched product and a robust 
growth plan charted out for the next five years. From the growth of our fleet and 
network to the ever-increasing list of awards, all this has been possible because of 
the bond we share with our customers that we have built on the pillars of integrity 
and transparency, while continuously challenging the status quo to create a space of 
our own in the competitive Indian aviation market. 

When it comes to customer experience, our constant endeavour has been to offer 
a world-class flying experience to our customers that would invigorate all their 
five senses. Right from the spacious entryway, sophisticated interiors to the mood 
lighting with a carefully curated playlist of all-time favourite music, every detail has 
been crafted in our aircraft to offer an unmatched inflight experience to stimulate 
your sense of sight, smell, touch, taste, and hearing. Be it the aroma of freshly 
brewed Starbucks coffee or the taste of delectable cuisines on our flight, Vistara 
continues to offer the finest flying experience to customers.

While our growth has been unparalleled, what struck a chord with our customers 
was our intuitive thoughtfulness which reflects in initiatives such as #PadsonBoard, 
#WomenFlyer, #CorporateFlyer, #FlyEarly, RADA (India’s first robot to assist 
travellers at airports), to name a few. There is much to look forward to in 2020. 
We will soon start flying to far away destinations with wide-body Boeing B787-9 
Dreamliner aircraft soon to be inducted in our fleet, while starting multiple domestic 
and medium-haul international routes with our narrow-body aircraft, including 
the new Airbus A321neo. This will significantly strengthen our domestic and 
international footprint and take us closer to our vision of becoming a global airline 
that makes India proud. 

As we look forward to the start of a new decade, in the anniversary edition of our 
in-flight magazine, we bring to you the latest travel trends that will shape 2020. 
On pages 66-74, from culinary travel to buddymoon travel, browse through the 
multiple emerging travel trends and see which one is for you. As you map out your 
travel goals for 2020, don’t miss our Offshore section on pages 32-42 that feature 
the dream destinations of 2020. Travel Trails on pages 44-58 will transport you to 
unique cafes and vibrant festivals across the globe. We hope you enjoy reading this 
special edition as much as we enjoyed putting it together for you.

Happy 2020!
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The ‘new feeling’ has spread its wings in social media and  
our followers can’t stop talking about Vistara 

The social buzz

Winners of  the Vistara Quiz (December 2019 issue)

Answer 1: 
ohio

Suresh Panda
Anitha Rathod

Answer 2: 
ebenezer

Vijay Kumar Agarwal
Nainesh Shah

Answer 3:  
Briar rose

Shubham Sood
Ameya Joshi

Photo credit: @parag7757

Photo credit: @invincible_koul

Photo credit: @Qayed

Photo credit: @bjp_adarsh_
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in passing
perspective
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World’s Oldest Social Housing Complex

p o T p o u r r i
A collage of happenings from the world of travel, entertainment, 

technology and current affairs

Visiting Fuggerai in the German city of Augsburg, takes you back in time to 
almost 500 years, when the social housing complex was first developed. Jakob 
Fugger, a rich merchant built this town for the city’s workers in 1523, so that 
they could live together without the stress of paying too much for housing 
on their low wages. With its identical red-roofed buildings, the town is still 
functional and the yearly rent continues to be €0.88.

This Month, That Year

The graveyard soil from the Sacred Heart Roman 
Catholic Church in Northern Ireland’s Boho High Cross 
has unique antibacterial properties, as per recent 
findings. According to local folklore, this soil came 
from the grave of James McGirr, a parish priest from 
the 19th century, who said on his death-bed, that his 
graveyard soil could cure all ailments. Now researchers 
have found a new strain of Streptomyces in the soil, 
which composes two-thirds of all currently prescribed 
antibiotics.

Ireland’s Graveyard Soil may help combat 
Bacteria

visTara Quiz
Question 1: What kind of aircraft was developed by Sigorsky in the United States in 1942?

Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.

World’s first underground railway system, the 
London Underground, started its first operation 
in London on January 9, 1863. Constructed by 
the Metropolitan Railway, it opened between 
Paddington and Farringdon and was operated using 
gas-lit wooden carriages and steam engines. 
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Bollywood / hollywood

Tanhaji: The Unsung Warrior
Director: om raut

Cast: ajay devgn, saif ali Khan, Kajol

Release date: January 10, 2020

Dolittle
Director: stephen Gaghan

Cast: robert downey Jr., Tom holland, 
emma Thompson

Release date: January 17, 2020

Chhapak
Director: Meghna Gulzar

Cast: deepika padukone, Vikrant 
Massey, ankit Bisht 

Release date: January 10, 2020 *r
el

ea
se

 d
at

es
 a

re
 s

ub
je

ct
 to

 c
ha

ng
e

A coming-of-age story based on the 
lives of street dancers. 

Street Dancer 3D

Director: remo d’souza

Cast: Varun dhawan, shraddha 
Kapoor, Nora Fatehi, prabhu deva

Release date: January 24, 2020

M o V i e  o F  T h e  M o N T h
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from writing comedy scripts to 
writing your memoir, how has the 
journey been for you?
I prefer writing comedy scripts 
mostly because I can write a joke 
in the afternoon, perform it in the 
evening and get instant gratification 
by making an audience member 
laugh right then. With a book, I have 
to wait a lot longer for my audience 
to enjoy my work. The mediums 
are very different though. With 
stand-up comedy more often than 
not I remove every extra word that I 
don’t need to get to the punchline as 
soon as possible. A book, however, 
allows me the luxury of putting in a 
lot more detail which can make the 
experience richer for the reader. 
Since my book Naked is based on a 
stand-up comedy show it offers both 
- the punchiness of stand-up comedy 
combined with rich anecdotes 
from life.

tell us one of your funniest 
incidents mentioned in the book.
One? I wouldn’t know where to 
start! Performing at a police station 
in the UK, stealing life-size cut 
outs of politicians and placing 
them in my aunt’s kitchen to scare 
her in the morning, getting my 
backside spanked by an elderly lady 
while doing a show in Chennai, 
getting drunk and waking up on 
a different continent, getting on 
stage and finding out your audience 
doesn’t know English, ridiculously 
mischievous tales from school and 
college…you best pick up the book 
and read them all.

Internationally-acclaimed standup comedian Papa CJ’s memoir Naked, published by 
Westland Publications, is a tell-all of his unusually interesting journey, beginning from 

the streets of Kolkata to international stages for comedy all across the globe.  

o N  M y  K i N d l e



OUR PRIORITY

A MOMENT TO OURSELVES
Enjoy Airport Lounge Relaxation

Whatever your priority, Priority Pass membership is your ticket 
to a smoother, more relaxing start to every journey.

•  Enjoy over 1300 airport lounges around the world
•  Complimentary food and drinks
•  Stay connected with free Wi-Fi

To find out more go to prioritypass.com
from
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punjab - a culinary delight

By: Puneetinder Kaur Sidhu

published by:  
Times Group Books

price: `599

upCoMiNG
releases

state of the capital 
creating a truly smart 

city

By: K S Mehra

published by:  
Rupa Publications

price: On request

Who would you like to 
play you in the movie 
adaptation of your book?
Frankly, I could play the 
part myself. Other options 
are Ranbir Kapoor, Ranveer 
Singh or Imran Khan. Can’t 
pick one because they’d 
have to audition for the part.

How many books have you 
read so far this year?
I’m a writer, not a reader!

Who is your favourite 
stand-up comic?
George Carlin and the early 
Chris Rock.

What is one of your weird 
quirks?
I drink my coffee very 
slowly, so I order half a 
cappuccino with a single 
shot and then the other half.

Who is the most interesting 
person you have roasted?
I don’t do formal roast 
formats but I have picked 
on thousands of audience 
members who have 
gathered the courage to sit 
in the front row.

If not stand-up comedy, have you 
ever wondered what other direction 
your life could have taken, given 
your education?
Uplifting people is what gives me 
joy. While I primarily do it through 
stand-up comedy, I also use the 
avenues of motivational speaking, 
executive coaching and my 
‘Happiness Project’ to achieve that 
goal. So whether stand-up showed 
up in my life or not, I’m quite sure 
I would have found other ways to 
make people happy and help them 
realise their dreams. However, don’t 
worry, my Oxford MBA isn’t going 
to waste entirely. As a comedian, 
I know how to grab and retain the 

attention of multiple audience 
instantly and bring them around to 
my point of view. I use this skill to 
consult corporate clients on brand 
and content strategy. I also run a 
bunch of customised corporate 
training programmes including a 
‘Comedian’s Guide to Marketing and 
Content Strategy’ session.

tell us more about ‘laughter yoga’, 
that is such an integral part of the 
papa cJ Happiness project.
I have found laughter yoga to be 
a valuable tool to create instant 
laughter without relying on humour 
when working with children, the 
elderly or people who are facing 
physical, mental or emotional 
challenges. The best part about 
laughter yoga is that after I train 
people, they can use it to instantly 
create laughter in their lives even 
after I have gone. 

are there more memoirs to come in 
the future, since you seem to have 
such a vivid and interesting life?
I’m not done living yet so yes, 
definitely expect a lot more from 
me—in writing and on stage. Rest 
assured, I’ll be narrating an audio 
version of this book myself as well 
and you may even see a screen 
adaptation in some form.

rapid Fire

Ideas expressed in the article are solely  
of the writer.



Travelling has emerged as a global trend and millions of 
people across the globe have marked at least one dream 
destination to visit in 2020. With RCI you can access 
almost 60 unique destinations with a�ordable, luxurious 
and quality accommodations in over 180 resorts in India 
while also exploring the global portfolio of over 4,300 
resorts in 110 countries. Over the years RCI has also been 
strategically bringing high-quality properties in various 
destinations. You really do get more from your 
membership with RCI, like access to resorts such as Club 
Mahindra. 

A membership with RCI and Club Mahindra opens a 
world of opportunities for travellers looking for 
comfortable stay options on their trips to various 
destinations across India. Members will be able to choose 
from an extensive variety of immersive experiences and 
the best of local cuisines at Club Mahindra resorts. 

As a RCI member you will be able to travel all over the 
world at a�ordable rates and customise your destinations 
for 2020 by yourself. Sometimes it's easier to find the 
right holiday by choosing the type of trip you're looking 
for, rather than going for a destination first. So, if 
adrenaline rush and a sense of excitement are what you 
look for you can choose Binsar. Pitched at the impressive 
altitude of 2,420 m, you can choose to go paragliding or 
zorbing, or simply sit and relax in the cool ambiance of 

Club Mahindra Binsar Valley. If you enjoy undulating hills, 
covered with lush green foliage and tea plantation, you 
can head to Club Mahindra Munnar Resort. If you are one 
of those solo travellers or want to discover something out 
of the box, something quaint and yet untrodden, you can 
choose Club Mahindra Kanatal Resort; encircled by 
sun-kissed peaks and velvety coniferous trees, Kanatal 
remains unexplored. As part of its #AllSet campaign, RCI 
helps members plan every step of their travel experience. 
So, no matter what you want to do in 2020, RCI will have 
something to match your needs be it adventure, sports or 
just some relaxation.

Thus, if you are perpetually bitten by the travel bug, RCI 
and Club Mahindra memberships are the best gifts you 
can give yourself and your loved ones. With modern 
amenities and accommodation options, a RCI 
membership, together with Club Mahindra, o�ers you 
more bang for the buck! With this, you get the 
opportunity to own suites in RCI Gold Crown or Silver 
Crown rated resorts or lavished condominiums for a fixed 
duration every year. Moreover, you get to immerse 
yourself in the comfort and elegance of luxury amenities 
that make the vacation experience truly memorable. 
From Munnar to Mexico and Finland to South Africa and 
more, your destination choices in a word, is endless. 

Contact: 1.800.419.2131

Start the year right, make 2020 the year of adventure and brand-new experiences by 
ticking o� ultimate bucket list trips. Whether you’re looking for your next travel bucket 
list ideas, or simply need some fun experiences, we have exactly what you need!

The ultimate bucket list destinations for 2020 
with RCI & Club Mahindra
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bleisure
travel

From a noisy fish auction 
to street vendors sorting 
through the morning 
newspapers, discover an 
unexpected side of Mumbai 
as it awakens and gets ready 
to face the day.

words  //  prachi Joshi

Mumbai 
waking up to 

Sassoon Dock Road

Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus

Byculla 
Vegetable 

Market

Dhobi Ghat, Mumbai

Dadar Flower Market
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Fishy business
The tour begins at 5 a.m. with a drive to Sassoon 
Docks at the southern end of the city. This is 
Mumbai’s first wet dock and the only one that is 
open to public (photography is prohibited). You get 
the distinct whiff of fish even before you reach the 
docks. Hundreds of fishing boats line up to unload 
the day’s catch – pomfret, kingfish, Indian salmon, 
tuna, Indian golden anchovy, mackerel, prawns, 
etc. Women rule the roost in the koli (fisherfolk) 
community, handling every aspect of the business 
from buying fish at the docks to selling it in markets 
around the city or door-to-door. There are lively 
auctions up and down the docks to get the best 
price for the city’s favourite fish, the Bombay 
duck or bombil. Stick close to the guide as he 
weaves around the docks and the adjacent market 

 no two words capture 
MuMbai’s spirit better. it’s a Megapolis 
oF over 20 Million people where the 
overwhelMing vibe is that oF speed – a 
city on the Move with people Forever 
in a hurry to get soMeplace. they say 
it’s a city that never sleeps and yet not 
Many have seen it in the wee hours oF 
the Morning. through a walking tour 
'MuMbai by dawn', let's celebrate the 
people oF MuMbai who begin toiling very 
early in the day to keep the city’s wheels 
running sMoothly – the newspaper 
vendors, the FisherMen, the vegetable 
vendors, and More.

MaxIMUM 
CITY- 
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explaining how the name Bombay duck came 
about. The cacophony of noises, the aggressive 
jostling of the fisherwomen, and the overhanging 
fishy smell is enough to jolt you awake!

daily news
The next stop is near Mumbai’s historic Chhatrapati 
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, the majestic late 19th 
century Indo-Saracenic meets Gothic Revival train 
station, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. But 
instead of entering the station, the tour takes you to 
an innocuous footpath across the road. Here, a few 
dozen men sit amidst piles of the day’s newspapers 
in English, Marathi, Hindi, and several other Indian 
languages that have arrived fresh off the press. This 
is one of the city’s largest newspaper distribution 
networks where men sort out newspapers that are 
then carried off on bicycles to vendors across the 
area. The footpath is not enough and the newspapers 
take over the street as vendors rapidly sort them 
while sipping on tea. Join in for a ‘cutting chai’, a 
Mumbai tradition of having a half-cup of milky, 
sugary tea. 

Market watch
Reinvigorated with the chai, the tour continues 
to Byculla Vegetable Market, which is the largest 

vegetable market in the city. The guide reveals a bit 
of little-known trivia that the then 15-year-old Dr. B. 
R. Ambedkar married his first wife Ramabai (aged 9) 
in a simple ceremony inside the vegetable market in 
1906! The market is a bustling hive of activity in the 
morning when fresh fruits and vegetables arrive from 
all over the state (and beyond). It’s a great place to 
find out what’s in season – in summer, the market 
is awash with mangoes from across India, while 
in winter, leafy greens and various root vegetables 
dominate. Follow the guide as he points out piquant 
fresh golden turmeric or mouth-puckering tart 
tamarind or mango ginger that may look like regular 
ginger but has the distinct aroma and taste of raw 
mango. 

Flower power
The tour continues from Byculla towards Dadar 
and the guide regales you with stories of Mumbai’s 
textile mills as you pass by Lower Parel, once dotted 
with flourishing cotton mills that went defunct in 
the 70s and 80s. Now, the old mill spaces have been 
revamped into shopping malls, and massive housing 
and commercial real estate developments. At Dadar, 
the tour halts on the flyover bridge right above the 
Dadar Flower Market. Peek over the banister and 
you will see an explosion of colour – hundreds of 
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thousands of flowers of every imaginable colour piled high in 
baskets. The bright orange and yellow marigolds catch the eye as 
do the red and pink roses, while the white chrysanthemums and 
the fragrant rajnigandha (tuberose) soothe your senses. Vendors 
also sell imported ones like peonies and tulips. And there’s some 
spirited bargaining all around too as this is a wholesale and retail 
market combined. 

laundry service
The last stop on the tour is Dhobi Ghat at Mahalaxmi. Get a bird’s-
eye view of the open-air laundry from the specially constructed 
viewing platform on the flyover bridge of Mahalaxmi railway station. 
Everyday, thousands of dhobis (washermen) can be seen scrubbing, 
flogging, washing, and bleaching clothes on rows of open concrete 
wash pens. More than 7000 dhobis wash more than 100,000 clothes 
every single day; everything from hotel and hospital linens to clothes 
from neighbourhood laundries, as well as garments that come 
for pre-wash from dealers. Descend the steps next to the viewing 
platform and take a walk through the maze of alleys that make 
up Dhobi Ghat. Over the years, many dhobis have installed large 
mechanical washing and drying machines, so the iconic imagery of 
them flogging clothes on stones has become somewhat rare. What 
endures though is the picture-perfect scene of thousands of clothes 
hanging to dry, separated by colours – swathes of red in one spot, a 
batch of blues elsewhere, whites fluttering away in another section, 
and so on.  
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The picture-perfect 
scene of thousands 
of clothes hanging 

to dry, separated by 
colours – swathes of 

red in one spot, a batch 
of blues elsewhere, 

whites fluttering away 
in another section, is a 

visual treat.

No Footprints offers a private guided 
experiential tour ‘Mumbai By Dawn’ that 
gives a rare glimpse into a city that’s just 
waking up.
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The most powerful nations have been at the forefront of the battle with global warming. 
Some of them are taking steps toward making the world a better place.

Carbon Emissions around the World
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words //  punita Malhotra

Dream Destinations

As you chart out your travel goals for the year 
ahead, check out our guide featuring destinations 

as diverse geographically as they are culturally. 
Immersive or adventurous, under-the-radar or 

classic, life-changing or enlightening, which trip of 
a lifetime will it be next? 

2020

best destinations
offshore
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Patagonia, 
Argentina:  
Take a 
glacier hike

You can fly to 
Buenos Aires 
with Vistara’s 

codeshare partners 
British Airways and 

interline partner 
KLM.

01 400,000 square miles of this 
Andean paradise bordering a 
tantalisingly long slice of the 
South American continent is every 
nature lover’s ultimate fantasy. 
A land of blemish-free beauty, 
where the silence of turquoise 
lagoons and icy peaks is broken 
only by sounds of cracking 
icebergs and sliding glaciers.

The Argentinean side of Patagonia 
is worth a trip solely for the 
pristine UNESCO-listed Los 
Glaciares National Park, where 
dozens of milky-white glaciers 
have a secluded home. The 
show-stopper here is the Perito 
Moreno Glacier, a gigantic ice 
river that stretches for more than 
30 kilometres into infinity. A series 

of boardwalks allow up-close 
views of its cobalt-coloured frozen 
fjord wall, nearly 5-kilometre 
long and 246-feet high. Other star 
attractions are the jagged granite 
peaks of Mount Fitz Roy and 
Cerro Torre, accessible via the 
off-grid El Chaltén village. And to 
fuel the fascination fire further, 
one can witness gigantic moving 
icebergs in the ocean, over a 3-4 
day cruise to the Magellan Straits 
along the Beagle Channel, where 
Charles Darwin once made his 
momentous voyage. 

On the Chilean side, Puerto Natales 
provides a gateway to the landmark 
Torres del Paine National Park, for 
more phenomenal spectacles. The 
park is sheer delight for trekking 
enthusiasts. The ultimate thrill 
is an ice-trek over the gigantic 
Grey Glacier. Trudging in the Ice 
Field over sheets of shining ice, is 
not just an adventure, it’s a life-
altering event.

Witness gigantic moving icebergs over 
a 3-4 day cruise to the Magellan Straits 

along the Beagle Channel.
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This imminently walkable, 
unabashedly rustic and 
refreshingly vivacious harbour 
city perched strategically on the 
spectacular 2,600-kilometres Wild 
Atlantic Way of the Emerald Isle, 
has been designated a European 
Capital of Culture for 2020 for 
all the right reasons. The capital 
of the ancient Irish province of 
Connaught, synonymous with 
music and culture, is a delightful 
smorgasbord of medieval history 
and contemporary verve. It is 
also an ideal base to soak in the 
region’s ethereal landscapes, 
including Cliffs of Moher, Burren, 
Aran Islands and Connemara. 
Galway is the hot-new alternative 
to the Irish capital, Dublin.
The ‘City of Festivals’ has a lively 
vibe that can be attributed to 
its large student population. A 
treasure trove of unexpected 
discoveries awaits in the cobbled 
lanes that weave within its 
medieval town walls, including 
the modest St Nicholas’ Cathedral, 
where Christopher Columbus is 
said to have offered homage once. 
The tranquility of the salmon-
loaded River Corrib rushing under 
several stony arched bridges 
is a stark contrast to the buzz 
of the vibrant Shop Street and 
bohemian Latin Quarter. Here, 
quaint colourful architecture, 
handcrafted Claddagh jewellery 
shops and quirky bronze-cast 
statues fight for attention, 

Galway, Ireland:  
365 days of 
festivities

02

while restaurants and cafes lure 
passionate palates with crunchy 
fish-and-chips, scrumptious 
scones and tantalising tarts. Live 
music spills from innumerable 
atmospheric and legendary pubs, 
and enthusiastic buskers hook 
crowds on street corners. Beyond 
the 16th century Spanish Arch 
and modern City Museum, the 
riverside Long Walk tempts with 
a row of brightly painted houses 

facing the swan-infested waters 
of the brilliantly blue Galway 
Bay. And if that is not enough 
to complete the Irish dream, 
Galway offers a long, windy, grassy 
oceanfront promenade to-die-for. 
Soccer practice, dog-walks and 
jogging trails, stand sandwiched 
between brilliant blues and 
gorgeous greens. A midsummer 
night’s dream? Who wants to wake 
up now?

You can fly to 
Dublin with 

Vistara’s 
codeshare partner 
British Airways and 
interline partners 

Air France and 
Lufthansa.
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Essaouira, 
Morocco: 

Colours of 
history

03
Narrow passageways, spice-scented souqs, 
palm-lined avenues and Moorish tile-clad 
riads. A vibrant port, dancing waves and a 
moon-shaped golden beach. The canvas 
of an offbeat Morocco unveils itself in 
Essaouira. This small seaside town is just 
a three-hour drive from the thronging 
capital, Marrakech. Exotic meets soothing 
effortlessly and effectively in this ‘Wind City 
of Africa’. 

Morocco’s prime port in the 19th century, 
the city was once perennially crammed 
with caravan-loaded gold and spices ready 
to be shipped to Europe and the Americas. 
But legacy still peeks through the cracking 
paint of hundreds of Phoenician-purple 
fishing boats that speckle the soft beach 
sands. The colour, harvested from the 

shells found on the nearby Purple Islands, 
reflects a 3000-year old history of murex 
production. 

The wispy whiteness of the floating clouds 
and cerulean blues of the endless skies 
seems mirrored in the whitewashed 
walls and blue-shuttered windows of 
the UNESCO World Heritage medina 
(inner walled city). A pleasantly intriguing 
mix of Moroccan and European styles 
encourages more aimless wandering 
than time allows. Blissful days flit by 
sipping steaming mint tea, devouring 
endless flavourful tagines, swaying to 
the rhythmic waves of the local trance-
like Gnawa music and picking up spices, 
Berber lotions and handmade jewellery 
and colourful pottery. 
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This vast ecosystem in east-central 
Africa, spanning 30,000 square 
kilometres from North Tanzania 
to southwestern Kenya, lives 
up to its Masai name, meaning 
endless plains. Expansiveness is 
the keyword here, from massive 
mountains, vast grasslands, 
watercolour skies and swampy 
savannah to an infinity of granite 
kopjes and the active volcano Ol 
Doinyo Lengai. Wild and free, 
proclaims every inch of Serengeti, 
home and hearth to varied species 
such as wildebeest, zebra, lion, 
leopard, cheetah, giraffe and 
elephant among others.

Serengeti’s claim to fame is 
the greatest show on earth…

Serengeti, 
Africa: 
Witness the 
race for life

04
completely unchoreographed and 
unrehearsed, yet predictable to 
clockwork-perfection. This annual 
event takes place across 1000 
kilometres of woodlands, hills 
and open plains, across Serengeti 
National Park and Kenya’s Maasai 
Mara game reserve and beyond. 
It involves the largest terrestrial 
mammal movement of animals on 
earth, the Great Migration.

In this behemoth of an odyssey, 
the travellers happen to be two 
million wildebeest and 200,000 
zebras. An endless journey chasing 
the rains turns out to be a race for 
life and survival. The biggest action 
sequence ever imagined bursts with 
raw energy, rising clouds of dust 
and the unharnessed thundering of 
millions of hooves. The swarm of 
four-legged beasts is unstoppable in 
their hunt for lush grazing grounds 
and life-giving water. Post-Serengeti, 
survival takes on a new meaning.

Serengeti is home and hearth to varied species 
such as wildebeest, zebra, lion, leopard, 

cheetah, giraffe and elephant among others.
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Firmly upholding its 8th century 
legacy as the former imperial capital 
of Japan, this enigmatic Asian city is 
a living testimony to the grace and 
fame of its country’s past. Willow-
shaded townhouses, mysterious 
white-faced geisha, immaculate 
rock gardens and ancient pagoda 
temples define its distinctive allure. 
Its snow-clad Golden Pavilion, cherry 
blossom laden streets, and vibrant 
red maples are as emblematic as are 
its samurai swords, feudal ninjas and 
ryokan inns. Kyoto promises to shine 
even brighter as the Olympic Games 
Host 2020.

Dilemmas abound with as many 
as 2,000 shrines and Buddhist 
temples, and Fushimi Inari-
taisha is unmissable for its 10,000 
crimson gates, which wind up to 

You can fly to 
Osaka with 

Vistara’s 
codeshare 

partner Japan 
Airlines.

Inari Mountain in a blazing trail. A 
deep dive into zen, a forest bathing 
experience in Arashiyama, comes 
highly recommended. Walking trails 
snake through thousands of slim stalks 
of bright green bamboo soaring up to 
1,000 feet in height. 

Wooden teahouses sporting glowing 
paper lanterns offer a peek into 
traditional tea ceremonies, Chado. 
The fine art of Japanese gastronomy 
is celebrated in private tatami-mat 
rooms, and epicureanism reaches 
new levels as one tunes into the 
delicacy of local specialities like sushi, 
tempura, soba, udon, ramen, unagi 
and okonomiyaki. From origami art 
and elegant kimono outfits to stylised 
classical performances, the richness 
and variety of cultural experiences 
have no boundaries in Kyoto. 

Kyoto, 
Japan: 

Soak 
in The 

ancient 
culture

05



From a humble tailoring house in Rajouri 
Garden, New Delhi, to the masters at custom 
creations with the perfect fit and finish, the 
Group has evolved as a trusted expert in 

menswear – both formal and ethnic because of 
their highly competent in-house team of craftsmen 
and machinery. A revolution in the Indian tailoring 
space, the group is known for computerising its 
tailoring operations at an early stage.

In 2013, Sushain Mital, son of Sunil Mital, joined 
the group with the vision of taking the business to 
higher avenues. A perfect blend of traditional art 
and modern machinery, The Darzi has cemented a 
solid reputation for itself amongst its clients. The 
Darzi has a team of over 100 tailors, pattern cutters 
and craftsmen ensuring finesse and attention-
to-detail to deliver the perfect outfit to clients 
every time. Today, after four decades of business, 
they have built a reputation for themselves and 
are renowned for their bespoke tailoring and 
understated elegance.

To create a brand of bespoke men’s 
tailoring in India, Sunil Mital, the man with a 
visionary approach, single-handedly laid the 

foundation of The Darzi Group in 1981.

Timeless
bespoke tailoring
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Theyyam, Kerala, India

The Colour Run, USA

Snowbombing, Austria

Fringe Festival, Scotland

Krampusnacht, Austria

Best Festivals to 
tick off your 
bucket list

words //  Mia Gandhi
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Theyyam is a festival from the 
state of Kerala and has roots over 
a millennium old. It started as a 
form of worship of the indigenous 
tribal communities for their heroes, 
ancestors and celestial beings, and 
has over 400 forms to this date. 
Artists don heavy costumes and 
jewellery and dance to the beats 
of drums as priests perform their 
rituals. It is quite a sight to behold!

In this five-kilometre run, everyone 
is a winner! The Colour Run is an 
untimed run that is open for all, be it 
seasoned runners or beginners, with 
no particular reason for running 
except having fun. The runners 
start in stark white clothes and 
after every kilometre completed, 
they are doused with powder of 
different colours. The run is followed 
by a grand after-party, the Finnish 
Festival, with dancing, food, drinks 
and lots of fun activities.

Theyyam festival, 
Kerala

01

The Colour Run, USA

02

January-February, 2020

February-May, 2020
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Every spring, the town of Mayrhofen 
is flocked with ski and music 
enthusiasts from all across the 
world. Known as the world’s 
biggest snow and music festival, 
Snowbombing combines winter 
sports like snowboarding with live 
performances by global music artists 
and DJs. There are even parties 
with eclectic themes and unusual 
locations across the town.

Snowbombing, 
Austria

03

April, 2020

Edinburgh’s Fringe Festival is the 
largest arts festival in the world. 
Started in 1947, this festival has a 
myriad of performance sections 
like theatre, comedy, dance, 
physical theatre, circus, cabaret, 
children shows, musicals, opera, 
and poetry. Spanning over 25 days, 
this festival ends with quite a bang 
with fireworks and music. 

Fringe Festival, 
Scotland

04

August, 2020
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travel trails
best Festivals

Krampusnacht,  
Austria

05

According to folklore, what 
Santa Claus is to children 
who have been good, 
Krampus (half-demon, half-
goat) is to children who have 
been bad. 

Known as the ‘Night of the 
Krampus’, Krampusnacht 
has men dressing up as 
the mythical creature for 
Krampus-themed parades 
all across the country, as 
well as, Germany, Hungary, 
Slovenia and Czech 
Republic. 

December, 2020



COUNTRY’S FOREMEOST INTERFACE 
ORGANISATION AT IIT DELHI

Foundation for Innovation and Technology Transfer (FITT)  
Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, Hauz Khas, New Delhi – 110016, India  

Tel.: 91-11-2659 7167, 26597164, 26597289, 26597153  
E-mail: mdfitt@gmail.com, Website: www.fitt-iitd.org/  http://fitt-iitd.in/
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Foundation for Innovation and Technology Transfer

of alumni, 
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and mentors 
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Network
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alumni 

Several 
Unicorns500+ ventures by  

alumni of IIT Delhi

As part of the CSR mandate under Section 135 of the 
Companies Act 2013, Corporates can associate with FITT 
to implement projects in relevant technology area and /or 
fund the technology incubation program at IIT Delhi.

FITT Invites Proposals 

Under the Biotechnology 

Ignition Grant (BIG) Scheme 

of BIRAC. Call opens twice a 

year in January and July. 

Details: fitt-iitd.in/ fitt-iitd.org
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UniqUe cafes
travel trails

Nekobiyaka, Japan

The Laundromat Cafe, Denmark

H. R. Giger Bar, Switzerland

Zapangi, South Korea

Cereal Killer Cafe, UK

Best
quirky cafes 
For your 
caffeine fix

words //  Mia Gandhi
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Japan is known for its cat 
cafes all across the country, 
but the most unusual one is 
Nekobiyaka in the castle town 
of Himeji, dedicated only to 
black cats. As you wait for your 
coffee, play fetch with cats here, 
who get pretty competitive to 
get their toy to you. Make sure 
you pick the right winner, as 
the cats are all distinguished 
by their different coloured 
bandanas around their neck.

Making laundry time a more 
enjoyable one, is Copenhagen’s 
The Laundromat Cafe. Offering 
a comfortable décor for your 
relaxation, with a variety of 
homemade food, cakes, juices, 
milkshakes, coffee, tea, wine and 
beer, doing laundry has never 
been this fulfilling. 

Nekobiyaka, 
Japan

01

The Laundromat 
Cafe, Denmark02
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H. R. Giger Bar, 
Switzerland

03

This one is for the science 
fiction enthusiasts! H. R. 
Giger, Swiss artist who was 
part of the Oscar-winning 
team for special effects in 
Ridley Scott’s Aliens, has given 
sci-fi lovers a chance to have 
their own extra-terrestrial 
experience. Located in the 
Swiss city of Chur, the Giger 
Bar has futuristic alien-like 
furniture to match the décor. 
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What might look like an unassuming 
vending machine in neon pink on 
the streets of Seoul, hides behind it 
an eclectic cafe with equally popping 
interiors. The entrance to Zapangi is as 
pretty as the cafe within and the variety 
of food they serve. Beautifully decorated 
cakes with rainbow-coloured toppings 
and mermaid tails, served in little tins 
with appealing stickers and beverages to 
match, are some of their specialties.

Zapangi, South Korea

05

04

If Jimmy Scott’s line, “I’m a 
cereal lover, I could eat it in 
the morning, in the evening, 
and at night,” sings to your 
soul, then this is just the 
place for you. Answering to 
your cereal-craving is the 
Cereal Killer Cafe, located 
at Brick Lane, Camden and 
Birmingham, that has over 50 
breakfast cereals to choose 
from, a 90s-themed décor and 
cereals in chicken, ice cream, 
alcohol and milkshakes. 

Cereal Killer 
Cafe, UK
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Cxo speak
vistara special

Travel 
Tales

C-Suite

Vistara’s senior executives pick their 
favourite destination on the network and 

share some travel inspiration. 

I had 

first visited Pune 

in 2003, and later in 2018 

after I joined Vistara. It is a beautiful 

city and I love the local food. When in 

Pune, I would recommend trying out the 

local delicacies ranging from the spicy vada 
pav (deep fried potato dumpling inside a bread) 

to the mawa cake (dried whole milk cake) at 

Kayani Bakery.

Capt Basil Kwauk 
Senior Vice President, Flight 

Operations, Vistara 
Pune, Maharashtra
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There are many lovely cities in India 
and it’s hard to pick one, but Leh, with 
its breathtaking beauty, would be my 
favourite. Visit Shanti Stupa, perched 

high over a rocky ridge, to learn 
about its intriguing history and enjoy 

panoramic views of Leh.

Nam Kung 
Senior Vice President, 

Ground Services & 
Projects, Vistara

Bagdogra 

is a great base to 

explore the vast and verdant 

tea estates in Darjeeling. Stay in 

a colonial bungalow for a unique tea 

experience, stroll through the tea fields to 

learn how tea is grown and plucked, interact 

with the estate workers, and enjoy a cup of 

first flush Darjeeling tea.

Sisira Kanta Dash 
Senior Vice President, 

Engineering & Maintenance, 
Vistara

Bagdogra, West Bengal

Leh, Ladakh
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Deepa Chadha 
Senior Vice President, HR & 
Corporate Affairs, Vistara

Srinagar, Jammu & Kashmir

Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Srinagar’s 
unparalleled beauty 

and the warmth of its people 
is what I loved the most about the 

city. Pay a visit to Chashme Shahi Garden 
or ‘The Royal Spring’. The natural springs 

coupled with the colourful gardens make for 
a soothing experience. The Shankaracharya 

temple is also a must-visit for its peaceful and 
spiritual vibe.

Port 
Blair is your 

doorway to the serene and 
tropical Andaman Islands. Sea 

food lovers are in for a treat. And the 
pristine blue waters make it a paradise 

for snorkeling and scuba diving with 
breathtaking marine life. Looking forward to 

my next scuba dive.

Niyant Maru
Chief Financial Officer, 

 Vistara 
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Trends for 2020
travel trends

words //  Anubhuti Krishna

The travel landscape has been fast 
evolving and with the dawn of a new 
decade, new trends have emerged. 

Dive in to see what’s going to be 
shaping our 2020 holidays!

2020

travelled
less
in

Take the roads
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Transformative 
Travel

01

At some point in our lives, all of 
us have watched a movie or read a 
book where the protagonist leaves 
for a journey, goes through certain 
life-altering experiences, and 
returns as a transformed person. 
This is Transformative Travel and 
if travel experts are to be believed, 
it is the next big trend in the world 
of travel and is already luring 
people across the globe. 

Transformative travel simply 
means being open to experiences 
that bring small but permanent 
shifts in the way you perceive 
things or live your life. Most 
transformative travels, therefore, 
focus on a change at a deeper 
level. The best way to achieve that, 
experts say, is to expose oneself 
to new and novel experiences. 
Meeting people who are different 
from you, be it culturally, 
spiritually or philosophically; and 
talking to the locals to understand 
their culture and practices allows 
you to see the world in a new light. 
In our hyper-connected world 
driven by Instagram likes, 2020 will 
see travellers looking for a deep 
shift that lasts beyond the holiday. 

Plan Ahead:  
Preparing for transformative 
travel is important. 
Understand your needs and 
be prepared for new things 
and experiences.

Give it Time:  
Transformative travel has to be 
immersive and cannot happen over day 
trips. You need to have enough time to 
be able to absorb the experiences and 
bring them back with you.

Follow up:  
Journaling, keeping in 
touch with the community, 
spending time to follow up 
can help internalise the 
change better.

Things to keep 
in mind about 

Transformative 
Travel
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Trends for 2020
travel trends

For the longest time, eating used 
to be a small part of the overall 
travel experience.  But today, 
gastronomy is driving people’s 
travel destinations. 

Travelling to far-off lands for 
unique culinary experiences is 
no longer unheard of. Exposure 
to cuisines from around the 
world, ready availability of 
information at your fingertips, 
and a surge of food shows have 
created an unforeseen interest in 

Culinary 
Travel  

02 food. People are happy to cross 
continents to sample a specific 
dish, or recreate an experience 
they have read about or seen 
on a show.  

Food-focused travel can be of 
various kinds. From high-end, 
luxury dining experiences to 
exploring local and hyper local 
cuisine, from street food walks 
to sourcing raw ingredients with 
locals, from dining with locals in 
their homes to learning to cook 

local cuisine—the possibilities 
are endless. 

When it comes to travelling 
for food, it has mostly been 
popular locations like a trip to 
Basque country in Spain or a 
tour of the colourful markets of 
Morocco that are preferred over 
exploration of local cuisine. In 
2020 though, experts expect a 
greater interest in hyper local 
cuisines of your own country, 
state and even region. 

Decide the location: 
The most important part of 
Culinary Travel is the destination. 
Ask yourself if you want to 
experience popular cuisine or do 
you want something unique. 

01 02 03

Understand the food: 
Study the food in advance to avoid last 
minute disappointments. Check about 
the allergens present in the food and 
what is available as per your preference, 
like vegan or gluten-free options.  

Learn about the local culture: 
Food is heavily intertwined with a 
place’s culture. Understand the 
culinary context, learn necessary 
phrases in the language and find 
out about tipping regulations.

Tips for 
planning 

Culinary Travel
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Buddymoon Travel
03

In 2015, when Hollywood stars 
Jennifer Aniston and Justin Theroux 
took their close friends along on their 
honeymoon, the Internet went into a 
frenzy. Some loved it, others scorned 
it and most wrote it off as a gimmick. 
Just a few years later, everyone seems 
to be going on their honeymoon 
in groups.  

The concept of a honeymoon is 
getting more and more obsolete 
with every passing year. The latest 
trend, especially among millennials, 
includes travelling with friends 
and family to far off locations for 
extended wedding celebrations. 
Having a larger group to holiday with 
is always fun; it is a more economical 
way to travel and the group bonds 
and creates memories.  

And while friends form an important 
part of the buddymoon experience, 
all aspects of the trip needn’t include 
group activities. Couples can plan 
it out in a way that they get some 
time to themselves, helping them 
relax and rejuvenate as 
well as enjoying the 
company of their 
close friends. 

Size of the Group:  
A small group where everyone 
is comfortable with each other 
always works better than large 
impersonal ones. 

Economics:  
Keeping in mind that the 
cost is to be split equally 
and is agreeable to everyone 
travelling.

Location:  
The destination 
should have 
something of common 
interest to everyone. 

Things to keep 
in mind while 

planning a 
buddymoon
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Nothing connects humans better 
than culture—and nothing helps 
you understand culture better 
than travel. Getting to a new place 
and learning about its history and 
culture has been one of the main 
reasons for people to travel since 
medieval times. And it continues to 
entice us even today. 

There can be many ways of 
exploring a city, state, or country’s 
culture – visiting the museums, 
enrolling for walks and tours, 
spending time with locals, and co-

Travel for 
Culture & 

Heritage 

04
living are some ways that let you 
see a place in totality rather than 
just look at its touristy parts. And 
so, more and more people across 
the globe are travelling to far off 
lands to explore their history 
and culture like never before. 
In 2020, experts expect Culture 
Travellers to focus on more 
offbeat locations, both domestic 
and international. Those who 
continue to travel to the popular 
places meanwhile would look 
at deeper and more immersive 
experiences of the places. 

Destination:  
Picking up the right 
destination is imperative 
– know what you want 
and why you want it.  

Research:  
Reading about the 
history, connecting with 
travel groups on social 
media, and looking for 
authentic experiences 
should be on your list. 

Experiences:  
Choose experiences that 
go beyond the regular 
guidebook. Check local 
bookstalls for upcoming 
events, ask residents 
about their favourite 
eatery, cook with them, 
or watch a local film.

In 2020, experts expect Culture 
Trevellers to focus on more offbeat 

locations both domestic and international.

02

01

03

Tips for immersive 
Cultural Travel 
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Have you ever wondered where 
you come from, who your 
forefathers are, or what part of 
the world your ancestors lived 
in? Until some years ago, it 
would have been hard to trace 
one’s lineage beyond a few 
generations but now, with DNA 
testing, internet, and easier 
communication channels, 
more people than before are 

learning about their roots—and 
travelling to their ancestral land. 

Call it curiosity or the need to 
connect with their homeland, 
Ancestry Travel is on its way to 
become a major travel trend 
in 2020 and is taking people 
across the world, with a storm. 
Travel companies meanwhile 
are not only helping people 
discover their ancestry, but also 
arranging for them to visit their 
ancestral land. Those settled 
away from home, have visited 
their old family homes, but 
with genealogy providing them 
with accurate information of 
their roots they are not only 
returning to their home country, 
but also discovering what their 
genetic legacy is.

Ancestry Travel

05 Get your Ancestry 
Tested:  
If you are actually 
planning to travel to 
your genetic homeland, 
get the tests done in 
advance. 

Connect with Family:  
If you still have family 
in the places you plan 
to visit, connecting with 
them in advance is a 
good idea. 

Get a Guide:  
Having specific genes 
may not always mean 
you will know the place, 
having a reliable guide 
may help you understand 
the culture better. 

planning for 
ancestry Travel 

Travel companies are 
helping people discover 

their ancestry, as well as, 
arranging for them to visit 

their ancestral land.
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words //  sidharth sharotri

Tech

augmented reality
technology

Smart

There’s every chance that your next holiday could be in a 
destination that feels as alien as the planet Zarg. Don’t worry, 

just pack an Augmented Reality device.
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et’s assume you’ve 
gone to a place you’re 
not familiar with. Your 
GPS tells you that 

you’re roughly in the right place, 
but you can’t seem to find the exact 
restaurant, cafe or bar where you’re 
meant to be. It’s even trickier if 
you’re in a foreign country where 
all the signs are mostly in the local 
language; like Japan, for instance. 
Your phrase book and smartphone 
translator will only get you so far. 
And trying to match symbols and 
words to figure out what they mean 
is tedious.

Mercifully, some rather clever people 
(Indian engineers in Palo Alto, in all 
probability) have come up with is a 
solution for just such a problem. It’s 
called Augmented Reality or AR, and 
it’s brilliant. The idea is very simple 

– it superimposes graphics onto 
your field of vision. Imagine walking 
through a street with AR glasses on 
in a country like Japan. If you’ve set 
it up to translate Japanese to English, 
it will read the signs and display 
translations as you walk along. 

Let’s stick with Japan and take 
this a step further. Your AR glasses 
will be able to recognise objects 
as well. Using reverse image 
search, it can look at an object 
such as an unknown food item 
in a supermarket through its 
camera and tell you what it is. As 
adventurous as we like to think 
we are with food, tech like that is 
mighty useful if it saves us from 
eating unknown delicacies we 
might not be fans of. 
Here’s another cool application of 

AR for the keen traveller. Most 
cars have SatNav these days 
which give you directions, i.e, 
you key-in your destination, it 
plots a route and instructs every 
time you need to turn. Mercedes 
A-class hatchback and new GLS 
SUV implement this system, but 
when you need to make a turn, 
it projects a live feed from the 
front-facing camera and points 
out exactly where you’ve got to 
turn with the help of arrows. And 
this appears on the central screen 
just for a moment so it’s not 
distracting at all. In fact, it’s very 
intuitive. There goes every excuse 
for being late because you lost 
your way. 

While Augmented Reality is 
cutting edge technology at the 

If you think aR glasses are fascinating, 
there are a few companies out there 

developing contact lenses with the same 
functionality.

L
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moment, it must be said that it’s still 
very much in its nascent stages. In 
fact, even a big retailer like Amazon.in 
doesn’t stock dedicated AR glasses 
as of now. You only get the big bulky 
Virtual Reality masks that use a phone 
to perform certain small AR tasks. 

There are simpler devices in the 
market that have a basic head-up 
display or HUD. Fighter pilots have 
had these for decades and almost 
all luxury cars have them. But these 
are fixed displays in some corner 
of your field of vision which, while 
configurable, can only provide 
limited information at any given time. 
Most of them have about the same 
functionality as a modern smartwatch. 

But the prospect and possibilities of 
AR are just too enticing for the finest 

minds in tech. At the time of writing 
this, we counted 250 companies 
worldwide that are building AR 
devices and several hundred more 
building content. And if you think 
AR glasses are fascinating, there are a 
few companies out there developing 
contact lenses with the same 
functionality.

There is one more thing you need 
to know. While most AR glasses 
currently look like something out of 
a B-Grade Cyborg movie, the Intel 
Vault is one such creation that looks 
like a regular pair of spectacles. By 
the time it goes on sale, it’ll have all 
the functionality to sort out not only 
your travel needs, but the rest of your 
life as well. 

Interested yet?  

auGMeNTed 
realiTy aNd 
TraVelliNG

Implement AR to get 
an insight of a hotel 
room before booking 
it, as well as, get 
additional information 
on things to do, eat 
and visit around the 
hotel.

Implement AR to get 
a complete detail of 
the food you order 
at a restaurant, 
before ordering. Get 
complete details 
like the exact size 
of the portion and 
ingredients. 





hampi
chronicles



words //  sugato Mukherjee 

“I never saw a place 
like this,” wrote Nicolo 
de Conti, the Venetian 

merchant who arrived in 
Hampi in 1420 and the 

first European to set his 
eyes on the Vijayanagara 
empire. Another century 

would pass before 
this mighty southern 
kingdom would reach 
its pinnacle of glory. 
In those early years 

of 16th century, Hampi 
was the second largest 
city in the world after 

Beijing, and dripped with 
a glitzy splendour that 

no western capital could 
dream of. 

Poetry Etched  in Stone

Hampi
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Sprawled on the banks 
of the blue waters of 
River Tungabhadra, 
the city bustled with its 
bazaars teeming with 

merchants from different parts 
of the globe. From the chronicles 
of these overseas merchants, the 
opulent palaces, magnificent 
temples, imposing fortifications 
and dainty riverside pavilions of 
Hampi became stuff of legend. 
The glory was short lived though. 
In 1565, an alliance of the Deccan 
Sultanates invaded Vijayanagara 
and the treachery of two of the 
kingdom’s army generals resulted 
in downfall of the empire. For five 
months, Hampi was plundered, 
and its majestic monuments were 
razed. But even this crudest form 
of mayhem and carnage could 
not completely obliterate the 
magnificence that was Hampi.

a truly multicultural mix of population thrived 
in Hampi, as has been attested by the early 

European travellers.

a cosMopolitan Megapolis
Trade in spices, horses and 
precious stones flourished in 
Hampi from the mid 14th century. 
It meant an influx of visitors 
and many of the foreign traders 
stayed back for years lending 
a cosmopolitan flavour to the 
texture of the medieval city. The 
empire had a powerful cavalry 
division and many of the horsemen 
were Muslim immigrants from 
Central Asia. A truly multicultural 
ethnic mix of population thrived 
in Hampi, as has been attested 
by the early European travellers. 

Even today, ruins of some of the 
structures strongly suggest that 
there were several Islamic quarters 
inside the city.

the royal enclave
The brilliant testimony of Islamic 
influence in Hampi architecture 
is the Lotus Mahal with its cusped 
arches and clusters of decorative 
panels. Built as a leisure house 
for the king’s consorts, the breezy 
mahal with its lobed arches and 
open pavilions is best viewed 
when the mellow rays of the late 
afternoon sun glance off its elegant 
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Wheels of the 
iconic stone 
chariot at Vittala 
Temple, Hampi
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centuries ago it was filled with 
water, and crocodiles) the plain 
exteriors of the Queen’s Bath, but 
once inside, you are awestruck 
with this engineering marvel. A 
cool breeze blows around the 
open corridor of this royal aquatic 
complex whose vaulted ceiling still 
bears traces of elaborate stucco 
work.  The rectangular-shaped 
pool in the centre is overlooked 
by ornate balconies with seating 
areas. The perfumed water that 
once flowed from the lotus-shaped 
fountain at the centre of the pool 
was linked to the aqueduct that 
now lie ruined at a side of the pool 
– a part of the immaculate water 
supply system of Hampi during 
its heyday.

The Temple Trail
Colonel Colin MacEnzie, the East 
India Company surveyor who had 
first mapped the ruins of Hampi in 
1800, marked the sacred enclave 
of the medieval town dotted with 
fascinating temple architecture. 
One of the highlights is Virupaksha 
Temple, where Lord Shiva is 
worshipped. The 160-feet tall 
cream-white pyramidal structure 
houses numerous chapels and 
statues. The beautiful pillared 
pavilion was dedicated to the 
temple by King Krishnadevaraya 
on his coronation in 1510 and 
still serves as a popular venue for 
betrothal and wedding ceremonies. 

The walls of Hazara Rama temple 
look more like a graphic novel 
visually depicting the tales of 
Ramayana; only difference being 
that the stories are etched as 
frescoes on the granite walls of 
this early 15th century temple, 
dedicated to Lord Rama, when it 
functioned as a private temple of 
the royal family. 

The crowning glory of the Hampi 

Matanga Hill
The stepped ramp at the 
western flank of Matanga 
Hill zigzags its way up to the 
highest point in Hampi, a 
45-minute hike to get to its 
top. From up there, the vast 
swathes of granite-strewn 
landscape that was once one 
of the richest kingdoms on 
earth looks surreal, oozing 
a soft, crimson glow in the 
mellow afternoon light. 

Hippie island
Experience a different facet 
of Hampi at Virarpur Gadde or 
Hippie Island, as it is popularly 
known. Just a coracle ride 
away from the temples of 
Hampi, this is an abode for 
backpackers. There are dainty 
shacks and cafes where you 
can savour various local 
and global cuisines, while 
admiring a view of the mighty 
Tungabhadra river.

Local  
insigHts

contours and drench the lush green 
compound with a leisurely light.

A short walk away are the elephant 
stables, a perfectly symmetric 
linear building with rows of domed 
structures – homes to the royal 
elephants. The large central hall 
used by troupes of musicians 
during royal procession with the 
pachyderms has a temple-like 
tower, while the chambers on 
both its sides reflect the Islamic 
architectural motifs and style. 

A dry moat runs around (five 
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stretch of rocky trail is marked with 
rock carvings, natural overhangs 
and cliffside chambers and obscure 
monuments hidden behind huge 
boulders. It is here that you find 
Hampi in its most primitive and 
evocative form with its herd of 
striped squirrels and droves of 
monkeys scampering about the 
random, abandoned structures 
with the meandering Tungabhadra 
in the backdrop.

Tungabhadra river is a constant 
feature as you flit in and out 
of these architectural marvels. 
Explore Hampi from a riverine 
angle as the coracle or the dongi 

temple circuit is the architectural 
masterpiece of Vittala temple—the 
eternal symbol of Vijayanagara 
kingdom. Here, a set of 56 
exquisitely carved monolithic 
pillars emanate musical notes 
when tapped gently. And the 
final stop, right in front of the 
rangamandapa, is the iconic 
stone chariot, a miniature temple 
dedicated to Garuda. Legend has 
it that four wheels of the stone 
chariot could be made to turn on 
their axis!

The ruins of Hampi have been 
declared a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in 1986 and have been listed 
as the ‘Group of Monuments 
at Hampi’.

the riverside ruins
A stony path saunters its way along 
the bends of River Tungabhadra 
connecting the Vittala temple with 
Hampi bazaar. The 2 kilometres 

takes you down the river and 
your helmsman, even as he deftly 
negotiates the currents and ravines 
of the river, delves into the history 
and architectural details of the 
temples as they pop into view over 
the boulder-strewn banks.

The architectural wonders dotted 
across this landscape, untouched 
by modernity, glance off the slant 
rays of the sun and in that solitary 
wilderness you can almost feel that 
the place is frozen in time. The din 
and the bustle of the lost empire 
can come alive at any moment, just 
the way it had been, more than half 
a millennium ago.

Hampi is 350 kms 
from Kempegowda 

International Airport 
Bengaluru. Vistara has 
daily non-stop flights 

to Bengaluru from Delhi 
and Mumbai, along with 
convenient connections 

from other cities.

How to 
Get tHere

visTara Quiz
Question 2: During filming, which classic film was known as ‘production 9401’?

Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.





Movie Locations
story frames

Movies have always fascinated everyone with their larger-than-life 
depiction of stories. Through the silver screen they transport you to 

faraway lands which will make you sigh and wish, “if only I was there”. 
We give you a list of real locations shown in some of the biggest 

movies over the years, so you can live out your movie dreams.  

Going Behind 
the Camera

Going Behind 
the Camera



The quartz-sandstone pillars in Zhangjiajie 
National Park in China’s Hunan province, 
inspired the floating Hallelujah Mountains 
in James Cameron’s epic Avatar. The 
1080 metres high Southern Sky Column 
has been renamed ‘Avatar Hallelujah 
Mountains’ in honour of the movie. 

Zhangjiajie Mountains, China



Kualoa ranch, hawaii, usa

Kualoa Ranch is a 4000-acre large natural 
reserve and working cattle ranch, where 
dinosaurs created havoc in 1993’s Jurassic 
Park. The ranch has also been the location of 
Jurassic World, Godzilla and Jumanji. 
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The 2008 musical romantic comedy 
Mamma Mia! starring Meryl Streep 
and Amanda Seyfried, was shot on the 
beautiful Greek island of Skopelos. 

skopelos, Greece

movie loCations
story frames





Namib desert, Namibia

The 43 million years old Namib Desert is the place 
where one of 2015’s highest grossing films, Mad 
Max: Fury Road, was picturised. With its desolate 
landscape, the desert was perfect for depicting a 
post-apocalyptic world, as shown in the movie.
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petra, Jordan

Want to know more about the fedora-wearing, bullwhip-yielding 
archaeologist Indiana Jones and his search for the ‘Holy Grail’ in The Last 
Crusade? Head to the ancient city of Petra in Jordan. This wonder has also 
been the location of other movies such as Mortal Kombat: Annihilation, 
The Mummy Returns and Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen.
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Various locations, New Zealand

The Lord of the Rings trilogy, Peter Jackson’s opus 
magnum was shot extensively in the picturesque 
terrain of New Zealand. Be it the Shire in the 
Matamata Hills, Mordor in the Tongariro National 
Park or the Misty Mountains in the South Island 
glaciers, New Zealand is Tolkein’s Middle Earth 
brought to life.
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story frames
Movie Locations



London’s Canary Wharf underground 
tube station got an intergalactic 
transformation when it played the 
location for a Stormtroopers’ hub in the 
Star Wars prequel, Rogue One. 

london, uK



The ruins of Angkor Wat’s Ta Phrom, 
popularly known as the ‘Tomb Raider 
Temple’, formed the backdrop of 
Angelina Jolie’s 2001 movie Lara Croft: 
Tomb Raider. The tree where Croft 
stops to nip a jasmine from, before she 
falls into the ground, is a popular spot 
now known as the ‘Tomb Raider Tree’.

angkor wat, Cambodia

Movie Locations
story frames



78 Well-Appointed Cottages



When Ang Lee brought to life Yann 
Martel’s Booker Prize-winning book in 
his 2012 movie Life of Pi, he featured 
many locations of Puducherry, as 
mentioned in the book. Vivid French 
quarters, rich Tamil culture and an 
inherent beauty reflect what Puducherry 
is. And it is this myriad of colours that 
contrasts so starkly with Pi Patel’s 
journey of being stranded in the sea with 
a tiger.

puducherry, india
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words //  ruth dsouza prabhu

It’s the first month of the year, the 

beginning of the second decade 

of this century and these top 

influencers across travel, fashion, 

health, food and aviation tell us what 

to look forward to in 2020. 

Trends-plaining 
for 2020
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Anahita is the Chef Partner 
at SodaBottleOpenerWala, 
Cyber Hub Gurgaon. An IHM – 
Aurangabad alumnus,  Anahita 
also has Le Grand Diplome from 
Le Cordon Bleu. Bakery and 
confectionery is her passion and 
her adventurous journey with 
food gets a homecoming with 
SodaBottleOpenerWala. Here are 
Anahita’s thoughts for food in 2020: 

healthy indian snacks will get 
popular 
There will be a rise of easy, ready-to-
eat healthy snacks made with local 
Indian ingredients such as makhana 
(fox nuts), millets, and other 
indigenous grains.

More focus will be placed on Food 
waste Management 
More and more restaurants 
and hotels will have food waste 
management systems in place. 
Nose-to-tail eating and root-to-
shoot zero waste cooking will also 
pick up significantly.

delivery menus will flourish  
Food delivery and cloud kitchens 
will be on the rise. This will result in 
many restaurants serving delivery 
menus.

asian and Korean Cuisine will 
have more takers  
Among cuisines, it will be South-
east Asian and Korean food that will 
increase in popularity among diners.

Traditional cookware will make a 
comeback  
Kitchen designs will see a change 
with traditional cookware like sil 
batta (grinding stone), stoneware, 
pottery and terra-cotta all taking 
pride of place. There will be an 
elimination of plastic from kitchens.

anahita N. dhondy
Chef-Partner SodaBottleOpenerWala, Cyber Hub
Genre: Food

 @Anahitadhondy  @ChefAnahitaDhondy

01
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shivya Nath 
Passionate storyteller, sustainable tourism advocate 
and vegan promoter
Author of best-selling book – The Shooting Star
Genre: Travel

Shivya has been living out of two bags 
and slow-travelling around the world 
for the past six years. Her adventures 
are chronicled in her bestselling book, 
The Shooting Star as well as on her 
award-winning travel blog. Here are her 
predictions for 2020 for the travel field: 

More tourists will lean towards 
sustainable travel  
With increasing awareness on climate 
change and over-tourism, travellers 
are increasingly becoming aware of 
the social and environmental impacts 
of travel and would look for more 
sustainable options - from choosing eco-
lodges and community-based tourism, to 
reducing their plastic footprint.

digital detox travel will increase  
Technology has taken over our lives now 
more than ever. In 2020, travellers would 
want to get away from their phones and 
truly experience the world - giving rise 
to more off-the-grid initiatives that leave 
you with no choice but to disconnect.

demand for vegan-friendly 
destinations  
As the vegan movement sweeps the 
world—driven by both animal cruelty 
and choosing a planet-friendly diet— 
establishments around the world would 
begin to offer travellers more vegan 
options. Vegan guest houses and farm 
stays have already begun popping up 
in many parts of Europe and North 
America.

desire to live like a local  
As more travellers seek authentic 
experiences, travel sites will make it 
even easier to live like a local - no matter 
which part of the world you travel to or 
what language you speak!

under-the-radar regions  
Travellers are looking for places without 
swarms of people or long queues to get 
through, so under-the-radar regions like 
Central Asia and Central America will 
finally get the attention they deserve.

https://the-shooting-star.com/ @shivya

https://amzn.to/2PiURny
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Formerly associated with the global brand 
IMG Fashion, Jeremy Cabral, India’s first 
male Indian fashion blogger, ventured 
into the world of fashion blogging for one 
purpose: create simple and easy-to-follow 
style guides for the modern Indian man and 
woman. Jeremy believes that 2020 will have 
some interesting trends in fashion: 

Black-tie jorts  
Best reserved for music festivals, they can be 
worn with a blazer or even a sequin top. This 
will bring some unique style to the runway. 

Marie antoinette hips  
It is a known fact that the fashion world loves 
the overindulgent queen and it has a great 
chance of picking up once again in 2020. If it 
does, it will be a perfect example of fashion’s 
new aristocratic age. 

Teeny tiny vests  
Back in the early 2000s when these were 
popular, fashion aficionados had to use a 
handheld camera and a tripod to show off 
this snazzy vest. It’s making a comeback 
now. 

Textile recycling  
With growing environmental concerns, 
textile recycling will be the game changer 
in 2020. The growing consumer interest in 
sustainability and transparency is becoming 
imperative as a key driver for this change.  

Classic Blue 
The peaceful and tranquil colour - Classic 
Blue has been chosen as the ‘Pantone Colour 
of the Year 2020’ and it will be something to 
look forward to.

Jeremy Cabral
Owner, Fashion Most Wanted
Genre: Fashion

@FMWdotcom

https://fashionmostwanted.com/

@FMWdotcom
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Nidhi is a Certified Ashtanga Vinyasa 
Yoga Trainer and a certified Strength 
Fitness Trainer with a specialisation in 
Rehab and Resistance training. She’s one 
of the 16 top international trainers on 
the PumaTRAC app along with Virat Kohli 
and Lewis Hamilton. Here are five trends 
Nidhi sees in Health and Fitness for 2020: 

Going back to basic food  
We have come a full circle, after following 
every diet trend in the world. We have 
come to realise that the traditional Indian 
diet is the most scientific and works best 
health-wise. 2020 will see a major turning 
towards traditional food.

Vegan and plant-based food  
The biggest global change in health and 
fitness will be a plant-based diet. A lot of 
people are shifting to this trend owing 
to the recent discoveries of its health 
benefits.

Functional training and body weight 
workout 
Traditional gyms are losing their charm 
and the convenience of an ‘anywhere 
workout’ is trending. One will see a rise in 
body weight training.

Mindfulness and meditation  
2020 will see a lot of focus on mental 
health and finding a real connection with 
the inner-self. With stress being proven 
to be the biggest contributor to most of 
the lifestyle disorders, we can expect a lot 
happening in the space of mindfulness 
and meditation.

yoga  
This is a trend that’s nowhere close to 
slowing down. It is the only spiritual 
practice which involves the element of 
physical exercise and everyone wants to 
embrace it. We will see more festivals and 
camps on yoga by local and international 
teachers.
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digital influencers
personality

Nidhi Mohan Kamal
Managing Director of NidSun Wellness,  
Nutritionist and Fitness Trainer
Genre: Health and Wellness

@nidhimohankamal @nidhimohankamal @nidhimohankamal
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ajay awtaney
Founder-Editor, LiveFromALounge.com
Genre: Aviation

@LiveFromALounge @LiveFromALounge @LiveFromALounge

digital influencers
personality

Ajay founded India’s only 
business travel and aviation 
website, LiveFromALounge.com 
in 2011, and expanded the scope 
to cover loyalty programmes for 
Indians. It is currently read by 
about 5 million users annually. 
He is also a columnist at various 
newspapers and websites. Here 
are his predictions for the 
aviation industry in 2020:

More room for automation in 
aviation  
This will be seen with customers 
and airlines moving more of the 
on-ground interactions away 
from humans to systems. This 
includes aspects such as check-
in and baggage drops leading 
to reduced costs and quicker 
processing.

Carrying liquids in Bags  
Liquids will get back into the 
bags with better X-Ray security 
systems than present being 
put into place thereby leading 
to speedier security checks. 
The UK has already unveiled 
plans to make sure liquids 
would no longer be required to 
be removed from bags across 
all UK airports by 2022, while 
Melbourne Airport, amongst 
some others, has already gone 
live with this at Terminal 4.

reduction in inflight shopping  
Some airlines such as KLM and 
Qatar Airways have already 
taken this stance. Inflight 
duty free sales are not as big a 

revenue generator for the airlines 
but consume resources such as 
fuel to transport. 

widebody aircraft range 
continues to expand  
While narrow-body aircraft are 
also going to fly further, many 
airlines are looking at their 
widebodies to go even further. 
Qantas has just completed tests 
for the Project Sunrise which, if 
it goes ahead with, would mean 
you could fly between New York/
London and Sydney non-stop 
in a roughly 20-hour long flight. 
The Boeing 777X, which is now 
expected to take flight in 2020, will 
also present interesting options to 
its customers.

More trusted traveller 
programmes  
Passengers could go through a 
risk-based security assessment 

05
which means most people would 
not have to go through lengthy 
security checks. The USA already 
has a host of trusted traveller 
programmes such as TSA Pre-
Check for intra-USA travel and 
Global Entry to admit American 
Citizens and other pre-screened 
customers, including Indians, 
without having to wait for a 
lengthy security assessment.
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17000 ft
we care

Giving new definition to volunteering, 
17000 ft Foundation is introducing 
‘Voluntourism’ – a new way which 
combines tourism and volunteering 
thus, helping with the development 
and infrastructure, as well as, 
committing to a social cause. 

17000 ft Foundation

Reaching  
New heights
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17000 ft
we care

not-for-profit 
organisation, 17000 
ft Foundation works 
to transform the 

lives of people living in remote 
and inaccessible regions of the 
country. It is currently working on 
improving the education system in 
remote government schools of high 
altitude Ladakh.

the early days  
The foundation was founded 
by Sujata Sahu, a Senior IT 
professional, who after working for 
more than 15 years in corporate 
sector in India and the US, hung up 
her corporate boots to work with 
children. During a life-threatening 
solo trek to Ladakh in 2010, she 
witnessed the harshness of the 
region and the extreme difficulties 
faced by the people who lived there.

17000 ft was formally established 
in 2012 after she roped in her 
husband Sandeep Sahu, also a 
trekker, a senior entrepreneur and 
advertising professional, and Dawa 
Jora, a local businessman and 
philanthropist to join the team.

about ladakh  
Ladakh is a cold desert with 
hundreds of small hamlets and 
a population density of just four 
person per square kilometres. 
It has over 700 tiny settlements, 
each settlement home to a small 
goverment school. These schools, 
with an average strength of just 
25 students, suffer from poor 

17000 ft Foundation works to transform the lives of people living in 
remote and inaccessible regions of the country.

A

7428 601 500
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17000 ft
we care

infrastructure and a struggling 
education system. The people 
here are sustenance farmers, 
who depend completely on the 
land and water from melting 
glaciers for their livelihood. With 
limited opportunities for income, 
the people belonging to these 
ancient communities aspire for 
government jobs and depend on 
seasonal income from tourism to 
support themselves.

Ladakh is an ecologically sensitive 
region, known for its beautiful 
mountains, stunning views and 
frozen glaciers, attracting hundreds 
of thousands of tourists annually, 

more than the number of native 
population of the region. This 
puts a heavy burden on the fragile 
ecosystem of Ladakh, threatening 
the very way of life of its people.

17000 ft projects  
The foundation works with over 
250 remote hamlets of Ladakh 
across its two districts, Leh and 
Kargil, to transform the lives of 
its people. Their mission is to 
strengthen communities, improve 
the education system, generate 
awareness and create opportunities 
for development and thereby arrest 
the exodus of young children and 
youth who migrate to faraway cities 
in search of a better life.

The foundation has set up 
libraries in 230 schools to provide 
the necessary exposure and 
improve reading habits. Each 
library is carpeted, painted and 
equipped with a library rack, 
500 books across languages 
and genres. Today, over 22,000 
children are reading books from 
17000 ft libraries. The library 
also has translated, illustrated 
and published story books from 
English into the local language, 
Bhoti and distributed to over 
300 schools.

130+ government schools in remote 
areas now have access to outdoor 
playgrounds with see-saws, loop-
rung, net scrambler, slide and a set 
of swings, many of which had to 
be carried on horseback or by the 
villagers themselves to reach the 
last mile. 

110 schools now have Solar 
powered Digital Classrooms - 
‘DigiLabs’. Each school has been 
provided solar panels and gel 
battery, tablets, a raspberry pi 
server as well as an LED TV for the 
teacher to teach from. Some of the 

130+ government schools in remote areas now have 
access to outdoor playgrounds with see-saws, loop-

rung, net scrambler, slide and a set of swings.
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17000 ft
we care

a free, centrally-heated public library 
called ‘The Next Chapter’ in Leh. 

driving attention to remote villages  
Though tourism is the single largest 
income generator for the locals, less 
than 10% of the villages of Ladakh 
benefit from it. 17000 ft promotes 
volunteering in these villages by 
promoting homestays and generating 
income and exposure. 17000 ft has 
structured 10-days and 16-days 
programs for committed travellers who 
would like to contribute even when  
on vacation.

Till date, over 400 Voluntourists have 
visited and contributed to remote 
villages of Ladakh, generating over 
45,000 hours of volunteering and this 
number is expected to keep rising in 
the years to come 

visTara Quiz
Question 3: Paul Michael Levesque is the name of which famous wrestler?

Answers in the next issue of Vistara magazine.

Share your answers at inflightmag@airvistara.com. Two winners for each question will be eligible for prizes.

remotest villages of Ladakh, with 
neither electricity nor mobile 
connectivity, can now boast 
of digital classrooms, which 
have personalised content and 
can also connect to the cloud 
through a special app developed 
by the Foundation.

Where children used to sit on 
the floor in harsh -20 degrees 
temperature, these schools 
have now been beautified/
remodeled with paint, wall-to-
wall carpeting and colourful age 
appropriate classroom furniture. 
Over the years, 17000 ft has 
also trained 1500+ teachers 
towards improving the quality of 
learning. 17000 ft also conducts 
community workshops and 
awareness drives to encourage 
villagers to contribute to the 
development of their villages.
Very recently, 17000 ft also set up 

Team  
aCCoMplishMeNTs

17000 ft has a local team of 
Ladakhis that works round the 
clock throughout the year, even in 
the harshest climate conditions 
to implement the work of the 
Foundation. Working at such 
high altitudes has its own set 
of challenges. The team visits 
schools for almost two to three 
weeks of the month, without 
connectivity, to implement their 
programs. With temperatures 
dipping to -25 degrees, packing 
snow chains, clearing snow paths 
and carrying stoves to warm up 
the fuel tanks is no mean feat. 
Roadblocks, landslides, blasting, 
broken bridges, snowed villages 
are just some of the problems they 
face. Long multi-hour travel on 
treacherous mountain roads along 
with high altitude treks that the 
team has to undertake to reach the 
schools is nothing in front of their 
purpose. The smiling kids in the 
schools they visit act as the energy 
boosters and encourage them to 
continue doing what they do.

Awards 
The Founder Sujata Sahu was 
awarded the prestigious Nari 
Shakti Puraskar in 2016 by the 
then President of India, Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee. She has also 
been selected as one of the Top 30 
Women Transforming India Awards 
by the NITI Aayog.

For more information about 17000 ft 
Foundation, please visit www.17000ft.org, 
www.facebook.com/17000ft
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tarot
forecast

M o N T h ly  F o r e C a s T

New opportunities await you. 
Something big is expected 
this year. Hard work and 

perseverance are must. Conduct 
your tasks ethically and morally. 

Time to start meditation to focus 
more on creativity.

lucky colour: Grey

lucky number: 4

A bright start of the year is 
indicated. A travel trip could help 

you open up to newer ideas. 
Control your expenses. Try to 

complete all your unfinished tasks 
as soon as possible. Health should 

be your priority. 

lucky colour: Blue

lucky number: 2

Work-related issues will create 
stress. Avoid taking any kind 
of loans. Be more outgoing 

and explore new career 
opportunities. Unexpected 

benefits are predicted in your 
work area.

lucky colour: Yellow

lucky number: 5

This is a very good time for 
embarking on new projects. 

You will be fortunate in 
money matters. Take care 
of your health and refrain 
from eating and drinking 

too much. 

lucky colour: Black

lucky number: 8

 aRIES TaURUS GEMINI CaNCER

Do not exaggerate with 
money spending. Plenty of 

luck and optimism is expected. 
Work hard to achieve what 
you desire. Stay away from 
any kind of argument. Keep 

calm and avoid stress.

 lucky colour: Blue

 lucky number: 4

A golden time to shine out. An 
important personal acquisition 
is expected. Create new plans 

for your career. Relax and 
recharge your batteries to find 
inner peace. Start saving for 

unforeseen expanses. 

lucky colour: Magenta

lucky number: 1

A new energy and outlook 
towards your work and life is 

predicted. Your career is all set to 
take a leap. Personal growth and 
inner understanding will help to 
bring powerful changes in your 

life. Stay positive.

lucky colour: Black

lucky number: 8

A very productive and progressive 
phase. Good things will come your 
way. Success in your workplace is 
indicated. Keep moving forward 
with vigour. Be careful of your 
health and maintain patience in 

family-related matters. 

lucky colour: Red

lucky number: 1

LEO VIRGO LIBRa SCORPIO

You would be able to 
eliminate your difficulties. 
Luck is going to be in your 
favour. An increase in the 

inflow of liquid cash is 
expected. Be mindful to your 

expenses and health.

lucky colour: Pink

lucky number: 6

A time for either extreme 
happiness with challenges. An 
uncomfortable situation may 

finally come to an end. Increased 
expenses and physical distress 

will lead to weakness. Think twice 
before taking any decision.

lucky colour: Black

lucky number: 7

Things are changing. Time has 
come to fulfill your plans. Your 
social circle is expanding. Along 
with your career, take care of 
your well-being with utmost 
care. Try to be extra careful 
before investing anywhere. 

lucky colour: Orange

 lucky number: 1

Plan your finances in such a way 
that they prove to be beneficial 
in the longer run. You will get 

good support and respect from 
your Seniors. Your romantic life is 
going to be blissful. Keep a check 

on health.

lucky colour: Purple

lucky number: 4

SaGITTaRIUS CaPRICORN aQUaRIUS PISCES
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Enjoy Vistara’s 

playlist that has 
been specially 

curated for boarding 
and landing    
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5 Glorious Years
Celebrating
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vistara experience

2019 - Vistara’s new A320neo aircraft with enhanced features

2019 - ‘Regional Airline of the Year’ award at the 16th 
Annual Asia Pacific Aviation Awards for Excellence

2019 - Voted India’s Favourite Domestic 
Airline at the Condé Nast Traveller Readers’ 
Travel Awards

2019- Rated as a Five Star Airline in the 2020 
Official Airline Ratings by APEX

2015 - Vistara logo unveiling

2016 - #whichstar flash mob performance to announce the 
brand ambassador 

2017 - Vistara receives its first Airbus A320neo2019 - Inauguration of Vistara’s first international flight to Singapore

2019 - Best Airline, India & Best Regional Carrier, Asia - TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice® Awards
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2016 - Unveiling of Vistara’s exclusive lounge at the IGI Airport, New Delhi

2018 - Vistara unveiled its 22nd aircraft, the #VistaraRetrojet VT-ATV paying ode to the Father of Indian Aviation, 
Shri J.R.D. Tata

2019 - ‘Best Airline Staff – Central Asia and India’ at 
the Skytrax World Airline Awards 2019

2019 - The first domestic airline in India to provide sanitary pads onboard

2017 - India’s Best Domestic Airline award by Travel+Leisure2018 - Celebrating the 10 millionth passenger

2019 - Vistara senior leadership pledges to #RethinkSingleUsePlastic

2015 - Inaugural flight being welcomed with a water cannon salute at CSI Airport, Mumbai

2017 - First airline in S. Asia and S. E. Asia to offer Starbucks coffee at 
35,000 feet

2015 - Children of Salaam Balak Trust with various senior 
dignitaries ready to board the maiden flight to Mumbai

2018 - India’s first robot, RADA, designed to 
assist passengers at airports



VISTArA experIence
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U2

Foreigner 

V i s Ta r a’ s 
J a N u a r y 
p l a y l i s T
From soft rock to 
bluesy jazz tunes, 

explore the January 
playlist played during 
boarding and landing. 

one 
U2 
The band wrote this song while in 
Berlin. After the fall of Berlin Wall, the 
band was hoping to find inspiration 
from the struggle and change that 
was coming to the region. This song 
rejuvenated the band creatively and 
became one of their biggest hits! 

Can’t help Falling in 
love 
elvis Presley 
Written by songwriter George Weiss, 
this was Elvis’ most popular and 
famous love song. This song featured 
in the 1961 Elvis movie Blue Hawaii 
and was sung to his grandmother on 
the occasion of her birthday. 

i Just want To Be your 
everything
Andy Gibb 
A dramatic love song, Andy Gibb’s 
declares his unending passion for 
his lover. This was the first of 3 
#1 singles for Gibb, which made 
him the first male solo artist with 3 
consecutive #1 singles in the US.

waiting for a Girl like you 
Foreigner 
One of the band’s most successful 
songs peaking at Number 2 on the 
Billboard Hot 100, Foreigner guitarist 
Mick Jones wrote this song with lead 
singer Lou Gramm. 

run wild
Barbra Streisand 
This song, written and produced by 
Barry Gibb of the Bee Gees, appears 
in the 22nd studio album Guilty 
(1980) by the American singer.

i have waited so long 
Foreigner 
Mick Jones takes the lead vocals on 
this song which features in the band’s 
2nd studio album Double Vision that 
released in 1978. This album was the 
last recording with bass guitarist Ed 
Gagliardi.

eye in the sky part 1
Alan Parsons Project 
Rumor has it that this song gets its 
theme from George Orwell’s 1984, 
which revolves around a dystopian 
future where citizens are constantly 
monitored by a totalitarian world 
government.

Coming Back To life 
Pink Floyd 
A song from Pink Floyd’s 1994 album 
The Division Bell, ‘Coming Back 
To Life’ is credited solely to David 

elvis Presley

Pink Floyd
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Gilmour, who dedicated it to his 
wife Polly. 

somebody’s Baby 
Jackson Browne 
This song is about a guy who 
is infatuated with a girl and is 
trying to work up the courage to 
talk to her but keeps losing his 
confidence. 

drift away 
Dobie Gray 
Originally sung by John Henry 
Kurtz, Gray later recorded this as a 
duet with Uncle Kracker. This track 
reached the Billboard Top 10 in 
2003, almost 30 years later!

one of These Nights
the eagles 
This song was written by Don 
Henley and Glenn Frey and was 
recorded by the American rock 
band, The Eagles. The song about 
putting things off, became their 
second single to top the Billboard 
Hot 100 chart after “Best of My 

Love” and helped propel the album to 
Number 1. 

what a wonderful world
Louis Armstrong 
Louis Armstrong was able to nail the 
sentiment of this popular song perfectly 
when he recorded it in August 1967. 
Written by George Weiss, the song was 
inspired by Armstrong’s ability to bring 
people of different races together. 

welcome home
osibisa 
Osibisa is an Afrobeat band, founded in 
London in 1969. Their unique sound is a 
fusion of African, Caribbean, jazz, funk, 
rock, Latin, and R&B.

My sweet lord 
George Harrison 
Harrison’s first single as a solo artist, this 
song, about the Eastern religions he was 
studying, became his biggest hit.

No woman No Cry
Bob Marley & the wailers 
The original line of the song is “No, 

Woman, Nuh cry.” Nuh is Jamaican 
for ‘don’t,’ so what the band means by 
the lyric is No, Woman, Don’t cry. He’s 
leaving and reassuring her that the slum 
they live in won’t get her down, that 
everything will be alright.

so Far away
Dire Straits 
This song sees Dire Straits front man 
Mark Knopfler lamenting a nomadic 
lifestyle that keeps him away from a loved 
one. This is the first track on Brothers 
in Arms and the first UK single released 
from the album. 

please Forgive Me
Bryan Adams 
A power ballad, this single reached 
number seven on the US Billboard Hot 
100 and number 2 on the UK Singles 
Chart. It was the first time Bryan Adams 
had recorded a song with a whole band 
in the studio and some musicians he had 
never worked with before!  

Please note that this playlist will be available on 
Boeing aircraft progressively.

the eagles

Dire Straits

Louis Armstrong 

Jackson Browne

Bryan Adams
George Harrison
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M o V i e s

reGioNal MoVies

hollywood

Bollywood

IndIan RegIonal MovIes 
Thadam (Tamil) 
Kumbalangi Nights (Malayalam) 
Rakshasudu (Telugu) 
Life Jothe Ondh Selfie (Kannada) 

Anandi Gopal (Marathi) 
Qismat (Punjabi) 
Chalbaaz (Bengali) 
Reva (Gujarati)

actIon/adventuRe 
John Wick: Chapter 
3 - Parabellum 
Logan 
Captain Marvel 
Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone  
Pokémon Detective 
Pikachu 
Shazam! 
Once Upon a 
Deadpool 
X-Men: Apocalypse

dRaMa, RoMance 
Five Feet Apart

actIon/adventuRe 
Kesari 
Badla 
Uri: The Surgical Strike 
2 
Simmba 
Thugs of Hindostan

coMedy, thRIlleR 
Andhadhun 
Stree

dRaMa 
M.S. Dhoni: The Untold 
Story 
Bajrangi Bhaijaan  
Bhaag Milkha Bhaag 
Manikarnika: The Queen 
of Jhansi 
Gold 
Pad Man 
Why Cheat India 
Baazaar 
Batti Gul Meter Chalu 
Zindagi Na Milegi 
Dobara 
Shaadi Mein Zaroor 

Aana 
Kabhi Khushi Kabhie 
Gham...

RoMance, dRaMa 
Bajirao Mastani 
Chalte Chalte 
Malaal 
Kedarnath

RoMance 
Tanu Weds Manu 
Returns 
Dum Laga Ke Haisha 
Yeh Jawaani Hai 
Deewani 
Love Aaj Kal 
Saathiya 
Dil To Pagal Hai 
Manmarziyaan

thRIlleR 
Badlapur 
The Tashkent Files 
Romeo Akbar Walter

RoMance, coMedy 
Band Baaja Baaraat 

Kabhi Haan Kabhi Naa 
Luka Chuppi 
Zero 
Meri Pyaari Bindu 
Shaandaar

coMedy 
Hera Pheri 
Andaz Apna Apna 
Total Dhamaal 
Fanney Khan 
Mubarakan

actIon, dRaMa 
Sholay

dRaMa, actIon/
adventuRe 
Sonchiriya

coMedy, dRaMa 
The Fakir of Venice 
Hindi Medium 

actIon, coMedy 
Amar Akbar Anthony

KIds 
Mary Poppins 
Returns 
Frozen 
Happy Feet

dRaMa 
The Great Gatsby

T V  s h o w s
iNdiaN TV shows

coMedy 
The Kapil Sharma Show 
Shrimaan Shrimati Phir Se 
Aadat Se Majboor  
Khichdi 
Family No. 1 
Office Office

dRaMa 
Stories By Rabindranath Tagore  
Crime Patrol Dastak 
The Reunion  
CID 
Malgudi Days  
Just Mohabbat

enteRtaInMent, tRavel & 
lIfestyle 
Film Companion 
By Invite Only 
India Today Unforgettables 
Koffee With Karan S6 
Tape Cast S2 
Meri Real Life 
Jab We Met 

Foodie & The Feast 
Tyohaar Ki Thaali  
Yoga Ira 
Umeed India 
Rocky & Mayur’s Food Express 
Aspire  
Bollywood Music Videos

Web seRIes 
Filtercopy 
Mom & Co.  
Health Tips 
Style Tips  
Gobble

stand-up coMedy 
Kenny Sebastian

busIness 
BQ Conversations 
The Mutual Fund Show

KIds 
Super Bheem 
Luv Kushh

eNGlish TV shows

coMedy 
Friends 
The Big Bang Theory 
Brooklyn Nine- Nine 
New Girl

dRaMa 
Killing Eve 
Suits 
Deception 
Arrow 
Lucifer

tRavel & lIfestyle 
Supercar Megabuild

KIds  
DC Super Hero Girls

a u d i o
indian Music

genre album name artist

bollywood 
essentials

Sui Dhaaga Anu Malik

Saathiya A. R. Rahman

Befikre Vishal-Shekhar

Ishaqzaade Amit Trivedi
Dhoom Pritam
Dhoom:2 Pritam
Dhoom : 3 Pritam
Mohabbatein Jatin Lalit
Dil To Pagal Hai Uttam Singh
Veer-Zaara Madan Mohan
Salaam Namaste Vishal Shekhar
Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi Salim Sulaiman
Band Baaja Baaraat Salim Sulaiman
Fanaa Jatin Lalit
Jab Tak Hai Jaan A R Rahman
Dum Laga Ke Haisha Anu Malik
Tiger Zinda Hai Vishal Shekhar
Meri Pyaari Bindu Sachin Jigar

RoMance 
Pretty Woman 
The Notebook

coMedy, RoMance 
Isn’t it Romantic 
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a u d i o
indian Music english Music

genre album name artist

International pop 
& edM (electronic 

dance Music)

If You Wait London Grammar
The Abbey Road Sessions Kylie
20th Century Masters - The Millennium 
Collection: The Best of Cher Cher

Roman Candle Elliott Smith
Arc Everything Everything
Romance: Songs from the Heart Frank Sinatra
Every Kingdom Ben Howard
Oracular Spectacular MGMT
Younger Now Miley Cyrus
One Nite Alone... Live! Prince
Shawn Mendes Shawn Mendes
52nd Street Billy Joel
She Is Coming Miley Cyrus
DNA Backstreet Boys
Fever Kylie Minogue
The Ultimate Bee Gees Bee Gees
The Love Train Meghan Trainor
Expectations Bebe Rexha
After Laughter Paramore
Love (Deluxe Edition) Michael Bublé
Voicenotes Charlie Puth
÷ (Deluxe) Ed Sheeran
24K Magic Bruno Mars
Random Access Memories Daft Punk
Icarus Falls ZAYN
Meaning of Life Kelly Clarkson
Camila Camila Cabello
This Is Acting (Deluxe Version) Sia
Elvis Presley Elvis Presley
Dangerously in Love Beyoncé
Thriller Michael Jackson
Dangerous Woman (Deluxe) Ariana Grande
1989 Taylor Swift
Lust for Life Lana Del Rey

Alive & Rockin' (Live) Foreigner

Nervous System Julia Michaels
Melodrama Lorde
Views Drake
ANTI (Deluxe) Rihanna
Purpose Justin Bieber
ABBA Gold ABBA

Moon Safari Air

Toast to our Differences (Deluxe) Rudimental
Kids in Love Kygo
Sick Boy The Chainsmokers
TRUE Avicii

Rock

Billy Joel Piano Man
twenty one pilots Vessel
The Killers Direct Hits
Coldplay Parachutes
Thin Lizzy Jailbreak
Snow Patrol Eyes Open

Simon & Garfunkel Greatest Hits: Simon & 
Garfunkel

Tom Petty Damn the Torpedoes

Coldplay Viva La Vida or Death and 
All His Friends

Pearl Jam Pearl Jam
Bryan Adams Anthology
Imagine Dragons Smoke + Mirrors
John Mayer Heavier Things

Simon & Garfunkel The Concert In Central Park 
(Live)

Oasis Stop the Clocks
3 Doors Down Us and the Night
U2 War
Mumford & Sons Sigh No More

bollywood 
essentials

Ek Tha Tiger Sajid Wajid
Ladies vs Ricky Bahl Salim Sulaiman

Mere Brother Ki Dulhan Sohail Sen

Badmaash Company Pritam

Bachna Ae Haseeno Vishal Shekhar
Tashan Vishal Shekhar
Chak De India! Salim Sulaiman

Mere Yaar Ki Shaadi Hai Jeet Pritam

Dear Zindagi Amit Trivedi & Ilaiyaraaja
Bollywood Anthems, Vol. 1 Various Artists
Disco Bollywood Various Artists
FM Hits - All Time Radio Hits Various Artists
FM Hits - All Time Radio Hits, Vol. 2 Various Artists
The Greatest Driving Classics, Vol. 1 Various Artists
Best of Bollywood: Sufi Various Artists
Piya Milenge Various Artists
Best of Bollywood: Shreya Ghoshal Shreya Ghoshal 
Karan Johar Music Midas Various Artists
Best of Bollywood: Shah Rukh Khan Various Artists
Best of Me Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy
Master Works - R. D. Burman R.D. Burman
Best of Bollywood: Wedding Beats Various Artists
MasterWorks - Javed Akhtar Various Artists
Master Works - Asha Bhosle Asha Bhosle
MasterWorks - Lata Mangeshkar Lata Mangeshkar
Cafe Classics, Vol. 1 Various Artists
Your's Truly Arijit Arijit Singh

The Definitive Collection A. R. Rahman

Bollywood With Love - 90s Various Artists
Bollywood Retro Fresh - 80s Hits Various Artists
Bollywood Fresh-70s Served Chilled Various Artists
Master Blaster - Mohammed Rafi Mohammed Rafi

Master Blaster - Kishore Kumar Kishore Kumar
75th Anniversary Collection R.D. Burman

ghazals

Now Playing! Greatest Ghazals of 
Bollywood Various Artists

Ghazal Ka Safar, Vol. 1 Jagjit Singh, Alka Yagnik & Hariharan

Magical Moments Jagjit Singh

Indian 
 classical

Together Niladri Kumar & Talvin Singh
World Music By Indian Maestros Various Artists
Musical Legacy Various Artists
The Ravi Shankar Collection Ravi Shankar

From the NCPA Archives: Vilayat Khan 
(Remastered) Ustad Vilayat Khan

Masterworks From the NCPA 
Archives: M. S. Gopalakrishnan 
(Remastered)

M. S. Gopalakrishnan

Masterworks From the NCPA Archives Pt. Kumar Gandharva

Masterworks From the NCPA Archives: 
Ustad Bismillah Khan Ustad Bismillah Khan

Masterworks From the NCPA Archives: 
Balamuralikrishna (Remastered) Dr. M. Balamuralikrishna

Greatest Carnatic Legends Various Artists
Double Mandolin U. Srinivas

Making Music Zakir Hussain

Land of Gold Anoushka Shankar

Vision Of Peace - The Art of Ravi 
Shankar Ravi Shankar
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english Music Vistara’s exclusive playlist

Rock

Portugal The Man Church Mouth
Bob Dylan Triplicate
Elton John Goodbye Yellow Brick Road
The Black Keys "Let's Rock"
Incubus Morning View
Bruce Springsteen Western Stars
Fleetwood Mac Rumours

Coldplay A Rush of Blood to the 
Head

The Beach Boys Pet Sounds
Cage The Elephant Social Cues
twenty one pilots Trench
Supertramp Breakfast in America

Eric Clapton
Forever Man: The Best 
of Eric Clapton (Deluxe 
Edition)

Dire Straits Sultans of Swing - The Very 
Best of Dire Straits

Dream Theater Distance Over Time (Bonus 
Track Version)

LINKIN PARK Hybrid Theory
Red Hot Chili Peppers Greatest Hits

Led Zeppelin Led Zeppelin IV 
(Remastered)

The Doors L.A. Woman
Jimi Hendrix Both Sides of the Sky
Kings of Leon WALLS
Billy Joel The Stranger
Pearl Jam Ten
Aerosmith Toys in the Attic

Oasis (What's the Story) Morning 
Glory?

Bruce Springsteen Born In the U.S.A.
Pink Floyd The Dark Side of the Moon
Queen Sheer Heart Attack

Sting & The Police The Very Best of Sting and 
the Police

U2 U218 Singles
Eric Clapton I Still Do
The Rolling Stones Blue & Lonesome

soul, Jazz & blues

Stevie Wonder Stevie Wonder: Greatest 
Hits

Khalid Free Spirit
Aretha Franklin The Queen of Soul
H.E.R. H.E.R.
Khalid Suncity
The Weeknd Starboy
Whitney Houston Whitney
Joshua Redman Quartet Come What May

Miles Davis Kind of Blue (Legacy 
Edition)

Herbie Hancock The Essential Herbie 
Hancock

John Coltrane Giant Steps
Kurt Elling The Questions
Snarky Puppy Culcha Vulcha

Buddy Guy The Blues Is Alive and 
Well

Muddy Waters King of the Electric Blues

B.B. King His Best: The Electric 
B.B. King

Vistara Boarding and Landing Music Playlist Various Artists

Anoushka Shankar Essential Collection Anoushka Shankar

Aretha Franklin Essential Collection Aretha Franklin

Coldplay Essential Collection Coldplay

Dave Matthews Band Essential Collection Dave Matthews Band

Elton John Essential Collection Elton John

Frank Sinatra Essential Collection Frank Sinatra

Lynyrd Skynyrd Essential Collection Lynyrd Skynyrd

Maroon 5 Essential Collection Maroon 5

Santana Essential Collection Santana 

Steely Dan Essential Collection Steely Dan

Tina Turner Essential Collection Tina Turner

Sunidhi Chauhan Essential Collection Various Artists

Shreya Ghoshal Essential Collection Various Artists

Khan Hits Various Artists

U2 Essential Collection U2

Pop Queen: Madonna Various Artists

The Legacy of Queen Queen

Best of 2000-2009 Various Artists

Best of 2010-2019 Various Artists

Best of Rock Various Artists

Best of Soul Various Artists

Best of Blues Various Artists

Best of Jazz Various Artists

Straight From the ‘90s Various Artists

Straight From the ‘80s Various Artists

Straight From the ‘70s Various Artists

Platinum Playlist Various Artists

Wake Up Hour Various Artists

Jashn-e-Ghazal Various Artists

Acoustic Sessions Various Artists

Powerful Female Vocalists Various Artists

Songs of Love Various Artists

The Great Indian Pop Various Artists
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Intelligent and 
minimal, the 
Marics integrates 
a full reclining 
mechanism into 
its structure, 
creating a 
versatile chair 
with clean lines 
and an ultra-light 
appearance.

Bangalore: +91 80 25568868 | Chennai: +91 44 28832595 |

Hyderabad: +91 40 40020231 | Delhi: +91 9711528858 Toll free: 1800 425 3595 

Email: contact@transteel.com       Web: www.transteel.com 

Transteel Seating Technologies Pvt. Ltd.

There are no straight
lines in nature.
- Antoni Gaudi
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